The purpose of this workshop is to bring together textual experts and art historians
around the same table and discuss which texts have inspired the artists and their
mentors when depicting the events related to the life of the Buddha. The important
events in the life of Gautama Buddha are not consistently depicted in the ancient and
contemporary art schools of Asia, and it is quite possible that these differences are
due to confusion and irregularity in the way events are narrated in the sacred texts.

It is important to examine how the Lalitavistara, the Mahavastu and the Bud-
dhacarita, as well as the Chinese and Tibetan translations of the original Sanskrit
texts of the Abhiniskramana sitra and the Mulasarvastivada vinaya, have inspired
the South Asian artists and their mentors. In addition to the well-known Sanskrit
texts, many other insights into the history of Buddhism have gradually emerged from
the efforts of several scholarly projects based on Gandhart Buddhist literature.

In contrast, the Nidanakatha, the Jinacaritam, the Dhammapadatthakatha,
the Mahaparinibbana Sutta in the Digha Nikaya, among many Pali sources compo-
sed in Sri Lanka, inspired Sri Lankan and to a certain extent Southeast Asian icono-
graphies.

In this exercise, we also hope to discuss the Vedic inspirations of Buddhist literature
and art. It will be important to highlight the sensitive links between text and image in
both lineages, in order to better understand what is represented and why.
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MARDI 11 JUIN

Accueil des participants

Ouverture du colloque
Guillaume DUC@EUR (Université de Strasbourg)
Osmund BOPEARACHCHI (CNRS-ENS, AIBL)

Oskar von HINUBER (Albert-Ludwigs-Universitit Freiburg)
Text is Text and Art is Art, but alwavs the Twain should meet Some

Pause

Norihisa BABA (University of Tokyo)
Dharmacakra and Dharmatrata

MERCREDI 12 JUIN

Présidence
Osmund BOPEARACHCHI
(CNRS-ENS, AIBL)

.00-09.40 Peter SKILLING (Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok)
Agonizing about Texts, celebrating Mythography

-kon KIM Université de Strasbourg)
tence du futur Buddha Sakyamuni au ciel des

ersitit Leipzig)
the young Siddhartha

(Université de Strasbourg)

postériori : approche textuelle et iconographique




