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The sacredness of places in Antiquity is not only perceptible through architectural remains, it is also 
manifest through a set of sensations, ranging from hearing to sight, the outlines of which recent studies 
have sought to restore (ALCOCK 2002 ; SCHEID, POLIGNAC 2010 ; BRULÉ 2012). In this approach to 
sensory archaeology, sight and the perception of space occupy a predominant place. In the central 
Mediterranean and the Aegean basin, examples of sanctuaries integrated into landscapes, or even sacred 
landscape elements, are frequent and numerous (ALCOCK, OSBORNE 1994). Mountains (LANGDON 
2000 ; KYRIAKIDIS 2005 ; BELIS 2015), caves and chasms (FAURE 1964 ; USTINOVA 2009 ; SPORN 
2010), forests and woods (BIRGE 1985 ; CAZANOVE, SCHEID 1993, springs (MUTHMANN 1975 ; 
KOBUSCH 2020) or even the open sea (FENET 2016) are all places likely to be invested by man with a 
sacred dimension. The modalities of the rites and cults that take place there are then established 
according to the characteristics of the divine personalities and their integration into nature and the 
environment. The result is both recurrent links (the association of nymphs with springs and caves, for 
example), but also local particularities that have often fuelled attempts by ancient and modern observers 
to explain them. 

Among the latter were the pioneers of archaeology in the second half of the eighteenth century and the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, who went on expeditions or study tours, first to southern Italy and 
Sicily, and then to Ottoman Greece. During their explorations, they discovered or rediscovered the 
remains of ancient Greek sanctuaries, most often immersed in a preserved environment, which they 
identified by means of ancient sources and contemporary maps (ZAMBON 2014 ; LEFÈVRE-NOVARO 
2021). These early travels contributed to the foundation of the book documentation, travel accounts and 
illustrations that inspired later explorations, but also shaped the scientific archaeology that was being 
established (GRAN-AYMERICH 2007). 

Among the sites rediscovered by these pioneers are mainly sanctuaries. The association of the latter with 
salient points in the landscape contributed both to the attraction they held for the early Romantics and 
to reflections on the relationship between landscape and sanctuaries. These issues sometimes lead to the 
beginnings of work on religious anthropology in ancient Greece. Finally, the exceptionality of certain 
landscapes also contributes to attracting foreign travellers to archaeological or historical approaches, 
whose observations are valuable testimonies on the state of certain sites, still preserved from their time. 

The international interdisciplinary conference "Landscapes and Sanctuaries. The rediscovery of 
sanctuaries in the Aegean basin and in southern Italy", organised by the ITI HiSAAR (axis 4 - Ritual 
practices: gestures, objects and representations) with the support of the UMR 7044 Archimede, is aimed 
at researchers working on the rediscovery of ancient sanctuaries, on the relationship between landscapes 
and places of worship, as well as on the archaeology, history and anthropology of ancient religions. The 
study area is limited to southern Italy and Sicily on the one hand, and continental Greece and the Aegean 
basin on the other. 
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Le colloque international interdisciplinaire « Paysages et sanctuaires. La redécouverte des sanctuaires 
dans le bassin égéen et en Italie méridionale », organisé par l’ITI HiSAAR (axe 4 - Pratiques rituelles : 
gestes, objets et représentations) avec le soutien de l’UMR 7044 Archimède, s’adresse aux chercheurs 
travaillant sur la redécouverte des sanctuaires antiques, sur les rapports entre paysages et lieux de culte, 
ainsi que sur l’archéologie, l’histoire et à l’anthropologie des religions antiques. L’espace d’étude est 
limité à l’Italie méridionale et la Sicile d’une part, la Grèce continentale et le bassin égéen d’autre part. 

The papers, presented in French, English, Italian and German, will address the following themes 

• Written and iconographic sources on the rediscovery of sanctuaries: manuscripts, travel diaries 
and journals, newspaper articles, drawings, sketches, engravings, paintings, etc. 

• The different types of sanctuaries in their geographical and topographical context: 
understanding and interpretation of the remains, description of installations closely linked to natural 
elements such as water (cisterns and drains, wells and fountains, etc.), relations between installations 
and landscape, etc. 

• The networks of intellectuals at the origins of archaeology in southern Italy and Greece and 

their role in the rediscovery of sanctuaries: personalities who contributed to the discoveries in 
both countries, travel routes between Italy and Greece, the role of informal communications in the 
rediscovery of forgotten sites, etc. 

• Sanctuaries and the dynamism of the landscape: the relationship between places of worship and 
the environment, natural markers that characterise the sacred space, the evolution of the landscape 
and places of worship over time, etc. 

• Anthropological reflections on the notion of "sacred" and its relationship with the landscape: 
reconstitution of rites and cults in specific contexts, divine personalities and the environment, 
interpretation of the link between divinities and landscape, etc. 

Les propositions de communication, de 3000 signes maximum, devront être formulées dans l’une des 
langues du colloque et envoyées par mail à Daniela Lefèvre-Novaro et Corentin Voisin 
(dlefevre@unistra.fr; corentin.voisin@unistra.fr) avant le 15 avril. Les candidats préciseront également 
leur institution de rattachement, leur grade et leur spécialité. Les communications sélectionnées par le 
comité scientifique seront annoncées le 15 juin par mail. Chaque intervenant sélectionné disposera de 
45 minutes pour exposer ses recherches et de 15 minutes pour répondre aux questions. Les contributions 
feront l’objet d’une expertise complémentaire et d’une publication après le colloque (envoi des 
contributions fin février 2024). 

Proposals for papers, of a maximum of 3000 characters, should be formulated in one of the languages 
of the conference and sent by e-mail to Daniela Lefèvre-Novaro and Corentin Voisin 
(dlefevre@unistra.fr; corentin.voisin@unistra.fr) before 15 April. Candidates should also specify their 
institution, their rank and their speciality. The papers selected by the scientific committee will be 
announced on 15 June by e-mail. Each selected speaker will have 45 minutes to present his or her 
research and 15 minutes to answer questions. The contributions will be the subject of a complementary 
expertise and a publication after the conference (contributions will be sent at the end of February 2024). 

Call for posters 

In addition to the papers, young researchers are invited to submit posters on the main research themes 
developed during the conference. These posters will present a cult place in southern Italy, in Sicily or in 
the Aegean basin that was the subject of research between the 18th and the first decades of the 20th 
century. They will include developments on the travellers' reflections on the relationship between the 
landscape and the location of the sanctuary, as well as anthropological observations on the rites and cults 
held there. Poster proposals should be sent to the organisers (dlefevre@unistra.fr; 
corentin.voisin@unistra.fr) by filling in the form below. They should contain 3000 characters and 1 to 
3 captioned images illustrating the researchers' remarks. A full session of the conference will be 
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mailto:dlefevre@unistra.fr
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dedicated to the presentation of the posters and to scientific exchanges: each author will have 15 minutes 
to summarise his or her approach and main conclusions. He or she will also have the opportunity to 
publish his or her text, which will be submitted to the conference's Scientific Committee for review. 

The event will take place in Strasbourg (FR), at the Maison Interuniversitaire des Sciences de 

l'Homme - Alsace (Misha), 5 allée du Général Rouvillois, 67083 Strasbourg Cedex, in the Salle des 

conférences, from 21 to 23 November 2023. 

Organizers: Daniela Lefèvre-Novaro and Corentin Voisin (Unistra - UMR 7044 Archimède). 
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Formulaire posters / poster form 

Nom, Prénom / Name, Surname :  

Institution de rattachement / Institution :  

e-mail :  

Axes d’étude / areas of study : 

Titre du poster / Poster’s title :  

 

Résumé (150 mots) / Summary (150 words) : 
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